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( ^SUBJECT* JOINT MEETING OCTOBER 28# ' 

iuIifS A MEE1 * INQ WITH THIEU, KY AND THANH TOOK PLACE IN THE LATE’ 
AFTERNOON, AND THE FACT THAT MORE THAN HtfcF THE TIME WAS TAKEN * 
SUP BY EXCHANGES BETWEEN THE VIETNAMESE (MOSTLY BETWEEN KY AND ' 
{THIEU) SHOWED HOW NECESSARY IT HAD BEEN. I CAN REPORT THAT AT 
THE END OP THE MEETING (ATTENOED ON OUR SIDE ALSO BY BERGER” 

?SKL!£ RZ> X E REACKED AGREEMENT ON A SOMEWHAT CHANGED JOINT ANNO UN-' 7 ? 
•CEMENT, BUT ONE WHICH I BELIEVE WE CAN ACCEPT AND WHICH THF rUM'- 

BELIEVES WILL HAKE IT EASIER.FOR THEM TO COPE WITH CRITICISM V* 

fTHAT THEY HAD AGREED TO MEET WITH THE NLP. IT WAS NOT EASY. - ':ii 

1(SEPTEU E ARE E AS E F0LLOW.sf V T — REBRAFT , 0F THE J0INI ANNOUNCEMENT : 

{ # . | * * . • - • . * : 

- • • t • * j . 

*A. SECOND AND THIRD PARAGRAPHS* ARE SWITCHED. IT IS NOT CLEAR TO *! 
jHE WHY THE GVN PREFERS IT- THAT WAY, BUT SINCE NO SUBSTANTIVE' T °' ' 
'CHANGE WHATEVER IS•INVOLVED,•AND SINCE WE HAD TO OPPOSF MORE ! 

.IMPORTANT CHANGES THAT THIEU AND KY TRIED TO MAKE, I ACCEPTED ; -i 

[THIS WITHOUT ARGUMENT. AND RECOMMENDED THAT.-IT BE CONFIRMED, ! 

f ' . . • ’ : -V 

i'B, THE LAST PARAGRAPH TO BE REWORDED (l) TO GET AWAY FROM THE ’i 
jilDEA OF "THE NEXT MEETING",- WHICH CARRIED‘THE IMPLICATION TO --i 
\THE GVN THAT THEY WERE BEING INCLUDED IN. SOMETHING THAT HAD • ^ .1 

iBEEN GOING ON FOR SOME TIME, RATHER THAN BEING THERE AT THE ‘ 
f BEG INNING OF THE SUBSTANTIVE (TALKS WITH NORTH VIET-NAM* (W2> USE ■' 

iOF YHE.WORD'rOELEOATIONS-aO.DESCRIBE ^VK^NO,US inENDANcl,: :i 

4 . • ' “^r • /*4^^ 
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*BY WHICH THEY HOPE TO CONFER‘MORE STATUS* ON Slw"' ‘ ' J 

v s ”il%isli^l , ’ir»ii 5 il g iiAir-?Hl s S!’FliiiDiNTi"s?iK E ?s SakI h ? \ 

govIrnmInt rewg»i?!s U ?he®so!mlleo •- 

! MI I ORAL LIBER«I ON FRONT AS AN.ENTITY INDEP ENDENT OF NORTH VIET- , , 

H vy WHO apparently made the greatest difficulties during the 

&l“1:-£l£*HSS;i El'Llsi’ 

! ?=“5m,ra F u!un N SfY 0 THREE T DELEeATIONS, WHICH I REJECTED,KY'FINALLY . 

TT TG BETTER THAT WE OPENLY RECOSNIZE THAT THE. 

VbUE^SSSSm^ja - p d t- brop • 

ilI5S UT "THE Y RMUTY A fs T THlT W ^i H AclEPT THE^FRONT^AT^TKE .CONFERENCE." 

Si! ri ?»/* thiu 

IANNOUNCEMENT^(ABOUENON-RECOGNITION OF: THE NLF) AS .STRONG AS 

pOSSIBLE* ' " ' , 

Lf iSS If c S^ii?iN« E ol"oM^ v ji£ u fs T H KE :. 

: £Hi£* IStES2"frIHy govIrNMENT^THAT^THE CONFERENCE* 

•ED BINDING INSTRUCTION:YivTNG PLACE BETWEEN THREE DELEGATIONS. I. 
MUST NOT BE PICTURED AS TAXING HLA^t bllw nTRCUSSION I POINTED - . 

iisslii sill : 

: H ?HA?^I^ F 5A« 0?^ AT t^ A SN W ?i{fe°0?ftFi Tm. ‘ 

jo. AFTER AON FEME NT WAS HEACHKD ON THE JJ^WIT^SUCH* MATERIAL* 

; r quite frankly,.wl are ngt s^is^ild, ui ]f^£ 0 ^ INCE TKE 
;.WE CAN EXPLAIN, acts MANY MONTHS, OUR PROBLEM WILL BE 

(PEOPLE. IF THE CONFERENCE LASTS MANY MOBTHb, . j SEPEATED( . 

• TO PREVENT A DISINTEGRATION Wi h "^rMTIRELY^^ THE WRONG WAY OF 

•: WITH SOME EMPHASIS, THAT THIS IS ENTIRELY TH ^ ^ EVENT y A j Es . 

kOOKING AT THE MEETING WITH TKt suKin FORCED THE 

THE GVN SHOULO PRESENT IT. AS A VICTORY, Jl »luo g 

f BRV TO NEGOTIATE WIi H.THEM, THE TALKS WILL “ T * L | FIEL0 thaT 

i DRV DESPAIRS OF OBTAINING ITS S^AI-S. i- MTTMTnA -j*F-THP ROUTH 

Lit RECOGNIZES. THAT..IT CANNOT SUBVERT. OR ISTIMIOATE THE. SOUTH ...... 
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r ufmuMrcc * yc V/TLL BE AT THE SIDE OF THE GVN BOTH AT 

'thItSlkI AND IN PUSHING OUR MILITARY ADVANTAGES IN SOUTH VIETNAM, 

\so THAT THE DANGER OF DISINTEGRATION SHOULD BE ENTIRELY ON THE • 

OTHER SIDE. 

Ns. THERE WAS STILL MUCH APPREHENSION ON THE GVN SIDE ABOUT 
BEING FACED WITH ACCOMPLISHED FACTS AT THE FIRST MEETING* THEY 
'U&N7F0 TO KNOW HOW WE COULD AVOID PRESS PHOTOGRAPHERS AT ALL 

TNC! IIDIMG THE FIRST? THEY. STRESSED THAT PICTURES 
^SHOWING THE GVN SITTING ACROSS FROM THE NLF AS IF THE LATTER 
‘UFRF A CO-EQUAL DELEGATION, WOULD RE EXTREMELY TROUBLESOME HERE* 
VthaNH ALSO SAlt HE WISHED TO GO. OVER THE POINTS COVERED IN ALL OUR 
VRFCFNT DIOUSSIONS TO DRAFT AGREED UNDERSTANDINGS, SO THAT WE 
iwOM D have A RECORD OF WHAT HAD- BEEN DECIDED WITH RESPECT ROTH 
?TO SUBSTANCE AND PROCEDURE. AT THE END IT Wft S THANH HIMSELF WHO 
USED THE-WORD "AGREEMENT'’ TO DESCRIBE THE OUTCOME OF TODAY & 

SjjOlNT MEETING. 

17 T hrsf APPROVAL of THIS AGREEMENT. WHICH IT SEEMS TOME MEETS - -• 
^IlR REQUIREMENTSWHILE GIVING THE VIETNAMESE SOMETHING THEY- 

f .CAN LIVE WITH. IT HAS NOT BEEN AN EASY. DECISION FOR THEM. 

* • . \ 


fo yr AGREED TO MEET SOON AGAIN TO DISCUSS SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES 

0HAT : UP;EARLY IF THERE ARE, SEROUS; TfUfc BUNKER . , .. 
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